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Carned. sea mussels, a, product placed on the mar’:et for the first tilxe this 
year b2 seafood packers o-. f i%ine and bkssachusetts, bve been received so well by 
the publirC that the in~dustr~ is plannin, a mu& larg.rr pack next season, it has 
been reporte? to Coordinator of Fisheries Zarold L. Ickes. 

Although only 13 czanneries - 12 in J”aine ?nd one in i4eseachusetts -- packed 
.2Ussels during t?:se 19).J-?-)L3 season, their output was IQ ,000 cases, representing 
well over a. million pounds of foocd. Kith adcl.ition21 pac!<ers entering this new in- 
dustry next season, ‘and all plants anticipating a l:r&er pack, a considerably 
greater supply of .mussels should be available for the ‘J.S. public next winter, Co- 
or,di.nator Ic!<es said, 

Kussels are closely rela.ted to oyst-r.. c. and clams, end li!ce tie;:? can be used 
in chowders, steamed., or fried. Ihe mczt is a golden or cream color and in fl;:vor 
some~&at resembles the prized long-neck or soft clam of >Tew England. 

Althou+ mussels ‘&ve always been hi&:.ly rr:g,x:?e3 in &rope, the United 
States hrs only recently begun to dovelo;? its resources of this shellfish, VThich 
grows in somt^ abundance xlon;l tha Atl;-7!:tic coast fro,., JGa.in2 to Xew Jersey. 

Grly in 19)-Q the Fish <an?. Yildlifz Service begaE in.v<>stigating mussr?ls as 
a new source of focd. Tests wt?riy m?de of e..xp~~ria~~nt~l mussel packs, and. possibi- 
lit its of devclopmcnt were discus ,sed with off ici$Ls of the Hoine Ikpartrrli:nt of 
S:7 and Shor,: Fisheries and the !<.qssa&usetts LEvision 3f ?d:nrin-? Fishcrics, 3s 
wzll 9s 7b7ith v,qrious can.ncrs. Canning wa,s bqgun by a f:w plwts lrtc? in 19!L?, ,?A- 
ditional plants t:nt.M.ng thx! incl.ustry during thr snirq of 19113. 

lfnc season for muss.~ls c%ends from November through I%~~, with thl?, peak of 
th? fishery f2lling in April ,3xT I\:ay ~h,~. “‘nqn the ~uss:~l hods c7r~ frw of ice. Last 
gear the mussel crop was harvested largely by clam diggers, lobster fishermen, and 
ot>.ers for whom the winter season is norrf&.ly a slac’k one. 

kost of t2e plants that packed ;mussels last season are engaged in canning 
herring during the sumler and-f all. Until the nersr :;~xssel fisheq7 cdeveloped, they 
operated at only about 10 percent of their capacit.. ~7 during the winter :Ilonths. 
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